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“All that we are is the product of what we have thought”

- Dammapada.
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CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY DEBATES vol-I (9-12-1946 to 23-12-1946)

“... A nation does not depend on identity of race, or sentiment, or on ancestral memories, but it
depends on a persistent and continuous way of life that has come down to us. Such away of life,
belongsto the very soil of thisland. Itisthere indigenousto this country as much as the waters of
the Ganges or the snows of the Himalayas. From the very roots of our civilization downin the Indus
Valley to the present day, the same great culture is represented among Hindus and Muslims; we
have stood for the ideal of comprehension and charity al these centuries...

... | remember how Anatole France went up to the Musse Guimet on the first of May 1890 in Paris
and there in the silence and simplicity of the gods of Asia

reflected on the aim of existence, on the meaning of life, on | .4

the values which peoples and Governments are in search |
of. Then his eyes fell on the statue of the Buddha. France |
felt like kneeling down and praying to him asto a God, the

Buddha, eternally young, clad in ascetic robes, seated on
the lotus of purity with his two fingers upraised

admonishing all humanity to develop comprehension, and
charity, wisdom and love, prana and karuna. If you have
understanding, if you have compassion, you will be ableto Musse Guimet
overcomethe problems of thisworld. Asoka, hisgreat disciple, when hefound his Empireinhabited
by men of al races and religions said — “ Samavya eva sadhuh.” “Concord alone is the supreme
good...” (Page. No. 37)

“....We cannot say that the republican tradition is foreign to the genius of this country. We have
had it from the beginning of our history. When a few merchants from the north went down to the
south, one of the Princes of the Deccan asked the question, “Who isyour King?' The answer was,
“Some of us are governed by assemblies, ( Kecid deso ganadhina) some of us by kings (kecid
rajadhina)...

...Panini, Megasthenes and Kautilya refer to the Republics of Ancient India. The Great Buddha
belonged to the Republic of Kapilavastu...

...Much has been said about the sovereignty of the people. We have held that the ultimate
sovereignty rests with the moral law, with the conscience of humanity. People as well askings are
subordinate to that, Dharma, righteousness, is the king of kings...

Dharmam Kshatrasya Kshatram...” (Page: 272)

Courtesy: K. Jitendra Babu
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“eideore, ‘The Story of Civilisation’ (fogos® dOHS By torods;

“....TheCasefor India(1931)

India was the motherland of our race, and Sanskrit the mother of
| Europe's languages: she was the mother of our philosophy; mother,
@ through theArabs, much of our mathematics; mother through the Buddha,
of the ideals embodied in Christianity; mother, through the village
F-~| community, of self-government and democracy. Mother Indiaisin many
| ways the mother of usall.
It istrue that even across the Himalayan barrier India has sent
("l to the west, such gifts as grammar and logic, philosophy and fables,
DS  DHOT0S HIT0ES hypnotism and chess, and above all numerals and the decimal system.
Indiawill teach usthetolerance and gentleness of mature mind,
understanding spirit and a unifying, pacifying love for all human beings.

Wl Durant (1885-1981)

IS e5F D Ty Agost Sosb asnd Qo8 wesod!”

Inaworld in which ancient Greece, Egypt, and Rome have all vanished without trace
Our own attributes (name and sign) live on today.

Such is our existence that it cannot be erased
Even through, for centuries, the cycle of time has been our enemy.

(ATesstD @ag)!) - Md. Igbal
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