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“All that we are is the product of what we have thought”
is “We are what we think.” - Dammapada.
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UNFAITHFULLY YOURS

If we could examine the human mind with a hidden
camera, we would see how love for one’s self often
destroys the good things of life. Everyone wants to blaze
a trail and ride off into the sunset. As Voltaire said, “It is
not love we should have painted as blind, but self-love.”

Faith, loyalty, and fellowship are sacrificed at the
alter of attachment to self. In fact, love of self has not
only queered the spiritual pitch but has also bred discontent, twisted values
and destroyed the sacred vows of togetherness.

| profess to have faith in God, wear saffron robes, but once His ways fail to
suit my petty ends, my devotion dries up like parched earth.

Think of the wife always yearning for greater social recognition, belittling
her husband’s not so illustrious stock and status, and harping on the wealth of
others.

In her quest for self-aggran-disement, she deprives herself of the joy of
shared concems and loyalty.

An ambitious husband ridiculing his wife for imagined shortcomings like,
say, failing to enliven a late-night party with flirtatious gestures not only
humiliates her but also destroys the virtues of good companionship.

The links binding brothers and sisters shap as memories fade. | know of
a soft-hearted lady who helped her rudderless brothers and sisters re-create
their lives with compassion. But those among them who have attained success
have cast her aside.

The romantic notion filial affection is wearing off. An old father in retirement
reads about a fatal road accident at a spot frequented by his daughter and
grandson and rings her up to be assured that no harm has come to them.

The exasperated reply is that such deaths are common in Calcutta and

only brooded over by people having nothing better to do. Does she consider
her father's anxiety uncalled for?

Neighbours and friends also fall away like autumn leaves when they find
that the person whom they had cultivated for a long time and used as a
springboard has lost his lustre. They do a great job of forgetting the past.

| sit on a wobbly chair and mourn the decay of human relationships. “Ash
on an old man’s sleeve/ Is all the ash the burnt roses leave. / Dust in the air
suspended/ Marks the place where a story is ended.”

Curtsy : The Statesman - Nirmal Kumar Sarkar
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