&S 2008

. 8/-



&8 Ll il

= 'I-I..J'-'....'
- - ey i

A e S S bﬂﬁ—*m:ﬂ-#ﬂ#ﬂ#ﬂﬂ'ﬂﬁ b Yy

A= gl Y wm” a¥

1

o - e
s i

e e L T R P T R Y e = X -;.-"-.

- — -

0 el —
'z -t ——

I = R T R R —t ey
P hi‘ﬁfﬁ*ﬂ"i%‘ftﬁgfiﬁm P - R

tiobe BBASRB0 (HoHS BBAIRB0), ROrROE, (198 Jevg)



“All that we are is the product of what we have thought”
is “We are what we think.” - Dammapada.
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The Decline of Buddhism In India
- D.D. Kosambi

“Buddhism owed its initial success precisely to its fulfillment
of a great social need. The major civilizing function of Buddhism
had ended by the seventh century A.D. The ahimsa doctrine was
universally admitted, if not practiced. Vedic sacrifices had been
abandoned except by some rare princeling whose revivalist
attempt had little effect upon the general economy. The new
problem was to induce docility in the village cultivators, with out
an excessive use of force. This was done by religion, but not by
Buddhism. The class structure in the villages appeared as caste,
always scorned by the Buddhists. Primitive tribesmen were
enrolled as new castes. Both tribesmen and peasents relied heavily
upon ritual, which the Buddhist monk was forbidden to practice;
ritual remained a monopoly of the Brahmin.

“Moreover, the Brahmin at that time was a pioneer who
could siumulate production, for he had a good working calendar
for predicting the times of ploughing, sowing, harvest. He knew
something of new crops, and trade possibilities. He was not a
drain on production as he had his sacrificing ancestors, or the
large Buddhist monasteries. A compromise could also be effected
by making the Buddha an avatatra of Vishnu. So formal Buddhism
inevitably faded away.

“It’s main lesson need never be lost : that good thoughts
require cultivation and training of the mind by the individual’s
personal efforts, no less carefully than good singing that of the
voice or craftsmanship that of the hand. The value of the thoughts,
on the other hand, 1s to be judged by the social advance which
they encourage”.

Sent By T. Ravi Chand
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