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“All that we are is the product of what we have thought”
is “We are what we think.” - Dammapada.
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The Abbe Dubois, though born about 1770 and therefore considerably the junior

of Sir William Jones, belonged by his place in the history of Sanskrit scholarship
to the period that came to an end with the beginnings of the Asiatic Society of
Bengal, which had been founded by Sir William Jones in 1784. Nor must it be
forgotten that while the real revival of Sanskrit studies took place in Bengal, the
Abbe Dubois spent the whole of his life in the Dekhan and in the Madras Presi-
dency. He was therefore, as may be seen by his translation of the Panchatantra,
under the title of Le Panchatantra ou les cing ruses, Fables due Brahme Vichnou-
Sarma; Aventures de Paramarta et autres contes, le tout traduit pour la premiere
fois, Paris, 1826, a Tamil far more than a Sanskrit scholar, and well acquainted

with Tamil literature, which hitherio has been far too much neglected by students
of Indian literature, philosophy, and religion. 35,8 IS0 @')éﬁi BGOLT DR
BRI SBIGSL HOER0 DS (Perges eSB|sEe> Major Mark Wilks, (0608 $58:3c50

ware "Of the history and character of the author, | only know that he escaped

from one of the fusillades of the French Revolution and has since lived amongst
the Hindus as one of themselves: and of the respect which his irresproachable
conduct inspires, it may be sufficient to state that when travelling, on his ap-
proach to a village, the house of a Brahmin is uniformly cleared for his reception,
without interference, and generally without communication to the officers of

Government, as a spontaneous mark of deference and respect. @ TooeE.

Abbe Dubois &0 e $rae dargdonsty M. Launay &b orod 'Histoire

des Missions' de I'inde, e (fogos” "Among other benefits which he conferred
upon his flock, may be mentioned his zeal in establishing agricultural colonies,
and also introducing vaccination to stay the ravages of small-pox; in which, In
spite of the extraordinary tenacity of native prejudice, he succeeded so fully that
" in 1803-4 a total of 25,432 natives were vaccinated and registered; in memory of
which the natives still remember him by the title of "Doddhaswa-miayavaru,” or
"Great Lord."  3dhBdI .

"Hindu Manners, Customs and Ceremonies” (fogo GBwE). 99 (3 1806¢"
Major Wilks % ©0808. 2.5 $05&)0 500 B4 (8 ©E§0S0 SRR 8 P8

FOFOT JoreRd 31:5550 3 ger ovardd: "So for as my previous information and
subsequent inquiry have enabled me to judge, it contains the most correct,
comprehensive, and minute account extent in any European language of the

customs and manners of the Hindus." 56 20y 3083¢5° (Sir James Mackintosh)
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Do Jo b ITeH s OPS HEY TR e0Bvol. esd KSHE Lord William
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"The result of my own observation during my residence in India is that the
Europeans generally know little or nothing of the customs and manners of the
Hindus. We are all acquainted with some prominent marks and facts, which all
who run may read; but their manner of thinking, their domestic habits and cer-
emonies, in which circumstances a knowledge of the people consists is, | fear,
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in great part wanting to us. We understand very imperfectly their language. They
perhaps know more of ours; but their knowledge is by no means sufficiently
extensive to give a description of subjects not easily represented by the insu-
lated words in daily use. We do not, we cannot associate with the natives. We
cannot see them in their houses and with their families. We are necessarily very
much confined to our houses by the heat, all our wants and business which
would create a greater intercourse with the natives is done for us and we are in
fact strangers in the land. | have personally found the want of a work to which
reference could be made for a just description of the native opinions and man-
ners. | am of opinion that, in a political point of view. The information which the
work of the Abbe Dubois has to impart might be of the greatest benefit in aiding
the servants of the Government in conducting themselves more in unison with

the customs and prejudices of the natives."
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"l soon found enough to satisfy me that it would be unfair to proceed further
in this pursuit without first affording the author our opportunity of revising his
work, being convinced that the increased experience of the Abbe' Dubois and
his further acquaintance with the customs and habits of the Hindus would enable
him to correct many parts of the M.S. and to add new information on the very
curious and interesting subjects on which it treats. | have now the honour of
submitting to the Board. The reply of the Abbe' Dubois to a reference which |
made to him on this subject, and it will thence be perceived that, not with standing
the very favourable manner in which the accuracy of the facts stated in the M.S.
has been mentioned by coloured wilks, the author admits that the work requires

considerable alterations' and 'many additions' and that "there are chapters which
ought to be entirely made again." So%& s (& (BB ¥560SH 18156" A. D.
Campbell SSandS 5§03, 3¢8 Ha§ Trer GEYHSETe SEIT00. YJhr Bt
&S 383 5r8) 2od Abbe' Dubois 5380005, TR 08 & FRW H01S (HS
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0%, & (P00 RS (HO00DTE. 3T S Bthyen DD (38 18978° Henry K.
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S BOAS V0T ESoSe Bood. Sogsor Sylvia Murr e (How o0sd N.J.
Desvaulx (1745-1825) veritable auteur des "Moeurs, institutions et ceremonies

des peupes de l'Inde" de I'Abbe Dubois, &5 S5 (5508092085 &5 905 S (fogos”
ISBONOR. B IAETRY) d.2. &R @ v Carnatic Chronology, London 1863.

Qioc‘;ioéﬁ 2383 'On Some Fraudulent Documents : 'Dubois was an ignorant man.

The respectable chapters in his description of India are copied from Sonneret
without acknowiedgement.
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French Missionaries who laboured about A.D. 1700 wrote a French - Tamil Dic-
tionary and another lexicon Telugu and French, (of which the title is Dictionnaire
Telongou ou Badaga) filling a folioc manuscript volume. It was finely written in a
minute French hand but not always easy, to decipher. The authors have not
given their names; | observe that they were indefatigable in recording the collo-
quial dialect alone. | never saw this work until | returned to England in 1855. It

- supplied more than a thousand phrases.’
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