L . #
F a § i ', 7 f
F ™ o i g
- " 3 . = ’ " e
] 4 # » " & i ar a r
o+ -
. ¥l S F & ’ i/
" "'Il- # L W
" y - Fal 4 | 4 ®
" 1 4
/ ] F ] ; 1 I-'.-.I ‘. 4 f
- R R r _“' .ul' ]
- = i 4 4 :f’ # =
F a p‘l ." r '.l" i i ! ' ¥
) ry J . f
.-l" l"'r f » i s & e’ J rh F
4 - o : " s’
’ Fin Y ; . / /
" P N o r i F
; " . i f - i ]
» F - -t ! o i f F
' F ' / "l.‘ -t
a l.‘, L} L3 ' [l ]
i r - f ¥ i o ’
j J .! : " ’ » ‘lp -

.
¥
.
-
h-
.
L3
-
L
H
H
L |
™

' o d " .
o ~ # - E ] s F ”

r' F . ! i _'/ g '- - ! ' { “. ) 3 .# W
." 3 477 F j r,- "' ' ' | : ; -.Ilr 'l .-"#- |
o v ] 4 o v I ' 4 _‘ -4 Fw
7 ¥, F | .

: &
- :' | a4 e i i i ’ "
o i L &

1 r - Y o 4 . s

-




09 LY L2
oo uosied podn v losde pogoee 8 B onos goseon wolennd (wa ute e 0o ¢ Toe » Wlag gods o¢ ey
20pflre ‘eroat) @iyt SUNEE.0S000 §T ‘LU0 GOCE MER LY VOLILS eolee o tare 35 SoLR srogin ¢8l

ontep 0he@ onacs

WAYPE COE VP SLOL F6LL PLLEOR OLLC P00 CRL HONLT §0&
OYplL LEes S5/ e mlensen (ae SIe/lL 28LH0006 HOOL @ionits wose $82. PHE S0 F6691 PRR

WRENE POROFOGET
Tee9re0 080 ‘L ‘SO OGS B WR® SO CC NI BRAE ONNOFR Hale e areee Go0(@ros 0RE GOELL 2LP
00208 (EIOME) pare L 05EY 57 VLG @ 998 CR FHE '09CoNR
Q0gY eeoad ‘o5 por SoSC cEIive can plon wmeslnne wleggor gl (6LL1-6601)08e2
OR EONOUNLS ‘050Le ‘walkie al2e Fon BRE FOF L& HINGOC OLT BL SOH __
EAlee 9o 0580 (BS ULR SURR SUOTE B 0IBEE LI ‘ONDLRE L
Borate AQOY s oSkes (192lgNS) OXOTC §99S EONOSR WLOL RO HOR CR FOC
Q60 uode wesltes CLOrS EOR WAL BITNT §O0L0BLS CGL WEEOR BRI
0C 005 0By a5 o wale sPuoe pur weee wder Hoos PR SR SOL
WOLOQSR LONE £ RAR ‘Glas euoe e
05PRLE ‘OERHLS ‘BHE DOP SOLC PR WLOE BRSas 0y RoRl wowE ‘wagogle) iy
56 000 ‘wo8rs 62¢ 2020 0RILS WRE L0 CRIL ONROQSEIR RALOTE Poros el
‘s ep 050 GF S50 2ov LoRlsone Lee HRQ B 'LNON PRESRE §E3LYE
e mustr ponnogdle wade GF s§o¢ god) by coop §Ee2 QECRs SO&

Q00N RSO




““All that we are is the product of what we have thought*°
is “We are what we think.” - Dammapada.
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Acharya, N.K.(1923- )

Acharya,a member of the Andhra Pradesh Rationalist
Association in Hyderabad, India, was secretary of
the Indian Rationalist Association from 1967 to
1971. A retired lecturer in physics, he was editor of
Indian Rationalist from 1967 to 1971.

Aramalla, Purnachandra (20" Century)

Originally from Andhra Pradesh State in India,
Aramalla has long been active in Indian rationalist
and humanist circles. He is author of Nature, Life,
and Man (Prakruti, Jeevamu, Manavudu, 1984);
What the Modern Science Tells Us? (Aadhunika
Vijnanam Emi Cheputondi?, 1993); and numerous
articles. Before coming to New York in 1984, he
taught at Andhra University in Indian for several

years and currently 1s owner of two pharmacies in
New York City

Aramalla 1s the son of a popular teacher, history

lecturer, and rationalist: Kot1 Reddi Aramalla
(1923 - ) {WAS, interview }

Avula, Gopala Krishnamurthy (20" Century)
Avula, a founding member of the Indian Rationalist
Association, was its vice-president from 1955 to
1966.

Gogineni, Rajaji Ramanadha Babu (1968- )
Babu, as most people call Mr. Gogineni, was once
was the youngest certified French language teacher
in Hyderabad, India. He served as Joint Secretary of
the Indian Radical Humanist Association until his
1996 appointment as Executive Director of the
Interational Humanist and Ethical Union. As such,
he i1s one of the best-known humanists in
international circles.

At the time of moving to London, Babu was founder
General Secretary of the South Asia Humanist
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Networks; Trustee of the Indian Renaissance
Institute; a secretary of the Indian Radical Humanist-
Association; and General Secretary of the Rationalist
Association of India.

He has contributed articles to the French and
English language press in India and Europe and
co-edited two books, Rationalist Essays published
in Chirala and The Humanist Way. Babu has
participated in international humanist conferences
at Brussels in 1990, in Amsterdam in 1992, in
Mexico City in 1996, and in Mumbai in 1999. He
became editor in 1999 of the Intermational Humanist
News as well as the husband of Sahana, an award-
winning presenter on Telugu Satellite Channel
Gemm TV.

In Birmingham, England, at the centenary conference
of the Rationalist Press Association in 1999, Babu,
who thinks one’s outlook would do well to include
humor, jocularly entitled his lecture, “Humanism
and Ketchup!” He 1s a signer of Humanist Manifesto
2000. His e-mail: babu@iheu.org. {International
Humanist News, December 1996

Gora(Goparaju Rama-chandra Rao) (1902-1975)
Editor of The Atheist and founder and head of the
Atheist Center in Vijayawada, India, Gora developed
a social, political, and economic program there. He
fought not only superstition but also the system
castes. He has written, “Faith 1s'an expression of
the slave mentality” and “The essence of atheism s
freedom of man ... Its objective is equality, its
method sincerity, its instrument political action, its
motor moral freedom.” He is included by Jose M.E
Santana in the Swedish Uskonnottomien Kalenteri
(The Non-Believer's Calendar, 1983). According to
Deodhekar, “The reforms Gora fought for, such as
the abolition of the caste system, with its inhumane
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system of untouchability, were also championed by
theists such as Gandhi. But Gora’s challenge was
more fundamental. The root cause of social ills for
Gora was the belief in God, which implied
subordmation of man to the divine will or karma or
fate. He fearlessly and persistently demanded the
uprooting of this unfounded belief, thus restoring
self-confidence and free will to men and women.”

In 1990, on 1ts Golden Jubilee, the Atheist Centre
was visited by a number of foreign dignitaries —
from England there were Barbara Smoker, President
of the National Secular Society; Dr. Harry Stopes-
Roe, former Chairman of the British Humanist
Association; Enic Stockton, Editor of the Scottish
Humanist; and Jim Herrick. The celebration was
presided over by Prof. Sir Hermann Bondi, President
of the Rationalist Press Association. Said Bondi,
““The Atheist Centre 1s an example which humanists
throughout the world can quote from mormn to night
to demonstrate that our attitude can produce

beneficial results. It’s the best known example in
the world of what unbelief can do for mankind.”

(New Humanist, May, 1990). Gora was a founding
member of the Indian Rationalist Association. (See
entries for Ramendra and for G. Vijayam.) {EU, Govind N. Deodhekar;
FUK;HNS2, K}

CHARVAKA

A Telugu monthly, Charvakam is at B. Ramaknishna,
Nidamarru, Mangalagin 522 503, India

Baksh. S.A. (20® Century)

Baksh was a Vice President of the Andhra Pradesh
Chapter of the Indian Radical Humanist Association.
Gora, Saraswati (1912- )

Gora, with her husband, founded the A theist Centre
iIn Vijayawada, India. At a November, 1992
conference on social progress and women, she and

twrhmhandweremwdas“clmmpimsofhmmn
equality and human liberation” who “worked

vigorously for the dcvelq:mt of women as equal
partners in progress’.

At the 1996 Fourth World Atheist Conference, she
stated that “Human welfare is of paramount
importance for us. Atheismis universal, transcending
all boundaries. It is human centered. It aims for all

round development of the personality. Human
freedom and human dignity must be achieved....

Atheism 1s not an armchair philosophy or mere
criticism of god or religion. Itisa way of life to
increase the moral freedom of the individual.
Atheism 1s comprehensive in its approach and
outlook.” In 1997 in Bombay, she was awarded the
Jankidevi Award for her work in behalf of socio-
economic change in rural India. In 1998 she was
awarded by the Telugu University of Hyderabad the
Kaviraju Tripuraneni Ramaswami Chowdary Award
for the promotion of rationalism. /The Atheist, February
1997; New Humanist, February, 1996).

Jayagopal (20" Century

For the Atheist Society of India, Jayagopal edited
Age of Atheism (1974 - 1979) and in Telugu
NasthikaYugam (1972 -1979).

ATHEISTCENTRE

The oldest existing atheist organization in India is
the Atheist Centre (Benz Circle, Vijayawada 520
010, India). It was founded in 1940 by Gora and
Saraswathi Gora, and its current president is Gora'’s
son, Lavanam.

In 1996, the center was co-host with the Periyar
Rationalist Movement of India of the fourth World
Atheist Conference. Delegates were told of the
center's large projects and facilities, including
economic development, education, health, disaster
relief, and social transformation. One of the programs
serves 200,000 people in 150 villages

Descnibing the conference, Jerry Rauser of Minnesota
commented that upon visiting in Madras the one-
day State Rationalist Conference that followed, the
foreign delegates were impressed by the dynamism
of the Indian non-theists.

At the statue of Periyar, they read aloud, even
screamed, the saying on the base: “There 1s no God.
There i1s no God. There is no God at all. He who
invented God s a fool. He who propagates God is
a scoundrel. He who worships God is a barbarian,”

The Centre conducts intercaste marriages, criticizes
religious taboos, organizes beef and pork suppers at
which both Hindu and Muslim supporters can be
challenged, acts tohelp child prostitutes, and opposes
child marriages. It also conducts a campaign to
promote the scientific outlook and rational thinking.

Witchcraft and sorcery, which survive in rural life,

are exposed with the cooperation of the Indian

Medical Association.
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An associated organization — the Arthik Aamata
Mandal (Association for Economic Equality) —1s
devoted to comprehensive rural development. (See
entries for Goraand Lavanam.) { FD; New Humanist, February 1996;
HNS2}

Kotaiah, Narra (20" Century)

Kotaiah, proprietor of Acme Tiles in Hyderabad,
India, is an active member of the Andhra Pradesh
Rationalists Association. He has been vice president
of the Andhra Pradesh Chapter of the Indian Radical
Humanist Association.

Latha, Chandra (20* Century)

Latha is a rationalist from Hyderabad, India, the
author of Seeds of Fertile Soil and winner of a
$3,000 prize by the Telugu Association of North
America for her novel written in the Telugu language.
The work is partly autobiographical, covers three
generations of one family, and details a humanist
hero’s attempts to deal with superstitions and
VIOIENCE. |International Humanist News, September, 1997}

Lavanam, Hemalata (20" Century)

In Vijayawada, India, Lavanam edited Insaan (1956
— 1962) and the monthly Atheist (1969 to the
present). Sometimes described as “the Robert
Ingersoll of India,” “a Gandhian atheist,” and “a
most visionary and humanitanan human,” Lavanam
spoke in 1993 to Massachusetts humanists and, as
head of India’s Atheist Center, in 1996 she spoke on
“Positive Atheism for a Positive Future” at the fourth
World Atheist Conference which was held in India
and of which she was a co-convener. She pointed to
those pessimistic religious people who on the
approach of the second millennium prophesied
Armageddon and Doomsday and said that on the
contrary we needed to give hope to humanity that
the future would be bright and positive. Today’s
atheists, she advised, have a double role to play:
they have to save humanity from pessimistic
adventurism and to invent and promote tools to
build a positive future in every walk of life. Now it
is the responsibility of atheists to take positive
strides toward promoting universal humanism and
universal human identity without which it would
become impossible to save even our physical and
social environment. Atheists must work with liberal
minded non-atheists in common cause, for they

have a responsibility of restructuring the unjust and
exploitive cultural, moral, social, political
institutions and ideas and values, at local, national,
and international levels. Mrs. Lavanam has an
international following, is an honorary associate of
the New Zealand Association of Rationalists and
Humanists, and has traveled around the world several
times.

(Seeentry forG. Vijayam and for Workd Atheist Conference. Fora 1995 mierview
in La Jolla, Califomia, in which among other things he tells why he thinks
Chnstians hate thessts, see Secvdar Nation, Summer 1995.) {CA,; E; FUK;; New
Humanist, February, 1996}

Narisetti, Innaiah (1937- )

Innaiah, as he is generally known in Hyderabad, did
his doctoral work researching the subject of thesis
and anti-thesis by the media. His degree was delayed
because his university ineptly ruled that, despite his
having passed the thesis in writing, he had toreceive
a unanimity of examiners’ votes in order to pass his
oral exams. Eventually, the nation’s high court
ruled that the university had been in error for
demanding the examining committee’s unanimity
of favorable votes. Meanwhile, his thesis was
examine din detail by three commuttees over a ten-
year period, from 1969 to 1979.

In 1992 and 1994 he addressed the American
Humanist Association conference in Washington,
D.C., and in 1994 that group’s conference in Detroit.
From 1992 to 1994 he was President of the Andhra
Pradesh Rationalists Association, and in 1995 he
became an executive member of the Indian Radical
HumanistAssociation. In 1996 he was elected Vice
President of the Rationalist Association of India. A
former lecturer in philosophy at Osmania University,
he 1s a journalist and author.

Narisetti has written about Agehananda Bharati’s
Ochre Robe, which he translated into Telugu,
describing the book’s being banned in India. The
work had recorded Bharati’s memoirs about editing
Vivekananda’s eight volumes, finding nonsense in
Vivekananda’s views and mischievously pleading
that inasmuch as the views had been allegedly
expressed by a divine person nothing should be
deleted oredited The swamis in the Ashram detected
the mischief and denied Bharati’s plea, also asking
him to quit. Later he wrote further negative views
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about Vivekananda, who at the time was considered
an influential nationalist and a modern spinitualist
whose Yoga system was touted by many.
Ramakrishna Ashram put pressure on the Indian
government, and the book was banned 1n 1967.
Later Bharati added a few pages, the work was
published in the United States, and Narisetti
translated it into Telugu as well as had it senalized
in the daily Andhra Prabha.

In addition to being author of many books m Telugu,
Narisetti has written Inside Andhra Pradesh(1980);
The Philosophical Consequences of Modern Science
(1982); The Birth and Death of Political Parties in
India (1982); Politics for Power-Study of
Contemporary Andhra Pradesh Politics (1982);
Between Charisma and Corruption (1991); and
M.N. Roy, Evelyn, Ellen: A Bibliography (1996).
For the Encyclopedia of Unbelief, he wrote “Unbelief
in India.”

Narisetti has written for Delhi’s Radical Humanist
and Hyderabad's Indian Rationalist as well as
translated many works from English to Telugu,
including M.N. Roy’s Reason, Romanticism, and
Revolution. He signed Humanist Manifesto 2000.
His wife, Komala, is a retired assistant professor of
English at Dr. Ambedkar Open University in
Hyderabad. His dauthter 1s a Washington, D.C,,
psychiatrist, and his son is a business writer for The
Wall Street Journal. Dr. Narisetti’s e-
mail:<hu92@aol.com.> His address: A-60,
Journalists Colony, Jubilee Hills, Hyderabad 500
033, Andhra Pradesh, India.
(Seeentry for Agehananda Bharati.) { WAS, mimerous conversations. )

Narla, V.R. (1908 - 1985)

Popular known as Narla Venkateswararo, Narla edited
two Telugu daily newspapers for thirty years,
producing voluminous iconoclastic writings in
Telugu. Influenced by M.N. Roy and humanistic

thought, he became an ardent skeptic who lectured

in several Indian universities. “The Poverty of
Intellectualismin India” was one lecture given in
Mysore, in which he explained how India had
rejected the open mind of an ancient seer, Uddalaka.
The seer felt that India had failed to accept the path
of Henry Louis Vivian Derozio (1809-1831), instead

following the path of Gandhi and his “inner voice.”
According to Narla, Vedanta Helped kill India’s
vitality, denying reason as the way to discover truths.

Narla also lectured on “East and West: Myth of
Dichotomy” and “The Truth about the Gita.” The
(ita, he complained, encourages and justifies violent
killings of kith and kin and proudly declares that
the four-caste system (called Varna) is a noble
creation. Gita, said Narla, has been tragic for India,
and he appealed to contemporary Indians to discard
Gita along with its rebirth and Karma concepts.
The caste system, he complained, even included
birds and animals. Instead, he spoke up for a
humanism and rationalism that emphasized human
values in all walks of life. His aphoristic sayings
are found in Gods, Goblins, and Men.

Narla had been a member of Rajya Sabha, the central
legislative body 1n India, from 1958 to 1970. Upon
his death, his library of thousands of books in English
and Telugu was donated to the Ambedkar Open
University in Hyderabad. (1. Narisetti to WAS, 13 July, 1999)

Rao, Avula Sambasiva [Chief Justice] (20" Century)
M. Justice (retired) Rao has been chief justice of the
Andhra Pradesh High Court in India, the vice
chancellor of Andhra University, and a former
chairperson of the Indian Radical Humanist
Association. He has been a vocal cnitic of India’s
religious organizations and their influence in
detracting from the democratic goals of secularism
and rationalism.

Ramamurthi, M. V. (Died 1998)

In Hyderabad, Ramamurthi was editor of the monthly
Vikasam in Telugu from 1975 until his death. Also,
he published widely in English and Telugu on
humanism, rationalism, and secularism. He wasa
lawyer, one of India’s early radical humanists who
worked along with M.N. Roy, and one of his
country’s leading radical humanists. Ramamurthy
was a president of the Indian Radical Humanist
Association, and he was chairperson of the Indian
Rationalist ASSociation. (Seeentry forhis wife, Malladi Subbamma.
RK)
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Rao, Kotapati Murahari (20" Century)
Rao, a rationalist, is President of the Academy of
Rural Development and Research in Hyderabad, India.

Rao, P.VSS. (20" Century)

Rao, the recipient in 1987 of the Padma Shri in
India, is a rationalist. Dr. Rao is senior professor
and head of the computer systems and

communications group at the Tata Institute of
Fundamental Research in Bombay.

Rao, K. Ranganatha (20" Century)

Rao, a retired additional director of medical science,
Government of Andhra Pradesh in India, teaches
biochemistry. Dr. Rao is a rationalist.

Suryanarayana, A. (20" Century)

In 1971, Suryanarayana and Jyothi Sankar founded
for the Indian Rationalist a monthly, Free Thought.
His wife, Ms. Vasudhara, has also been an active
member of the Indian rationalist movement. {FUK }

Subbamma, Malladi (20" Century

Subbamma [original name in Telugu: Mahila
Abhyudaya Samstha}, who wrote Women and Social
Reforms (1994), is editor of Stree Swetchcha in
Hyderabad, India and head of the Institute for the
Advancement of Women. She is the wife of M. V.
Ramamurthy, and both are active in the Indian
Rationalist Association.

Subbamma 1s one of the few humanist-feminist
activists in India, working in many developmental
activities for the empowerment of women. Specially,
she 1s concerned about the following subjects:

e the anti-women agenda which 1s apparent in
Muslim countnes, as exemplified by an Afghan;
Mujahideen’s statement that it is time to send
women “back to the bag”.

e sati, acustomin which childless widows allow
themselves to be burned along with their dead
husbands because of tremendous social pressure
and the veneration shown toward a person who
commuts sati. Inthe period 1815-1825, at least
8,142 widows burned themselves. The practice
was abolished by the English government at the
instance of Raja Ram Mohan Roy.

e Kanyasulkam, a custom designed to enable the
parents to sell away 1n marriage their daughters
to the person offering the highest amount of

money, whatever his age, the result of which
was an increase of widows.

e Dowry, auniversally practiced system by which
the prospective groom is willing to marry only
that girl whose parents pay the highest amount
in dowry and also tender valuable gifts. The
default in paying a dowry either in full or in part
has often resulted in what is called dowry deaths
or bridge burnings. In 1985, at least 989 were
reported. In 1987, the figure increased to 1,793.

(See entry for G. Vijayam).

Venkateswarareddi, A nnapareddy (1933* Century)
Venkateswarareddi is editor in India of a freethought
journal, Misim.

Vijayam, G. (20" Century)

Dr Vijayam s executive director of the Atheist Centre
in Vijayawada, India. Article 51A(h) of India’s
constitution states that it is the fundamental duty of
every citizen “to promote scientific temper, spirit of
enquiry, reform and humanism. “The Indian
humanism 1s based on compassion, fellow-feeling,
and on rendering timely help to the needy. For
example, Indumati Parikh’s “Stree Hitakanni” works
in the slums of Bombay. Malladi Subbamma renders
assistance to women in distress. Hemalata [ avanam
works among the jogins. V. M. Tarkunde strives for
civil liberties. Dr. Samaram leads crusade for sex
education and for dispelling superstitions. India’s
humanist pioneers were Penyar, E.V. Ramaswamy,
M.N. Roy, Gora, and A.T. Kovoor. In The Atheist
(India, August 1991), Vijayam wrote an article,
“Charles Bradlaugh: Ardent Champion of Atheism
and Secularism.” Vijayam was a participant in the
1996 Humanist World Congress held in Mexico
City. \

Venkatadri, Ravipudi (20" Century)
In India, Venkatadn edits Hetuvadi. He signed
Humanist Manifesto 2000.

Ravindranath, Alapati (Died 1996 Feb. 1 1)
Ravindranath, a rationalist, is editor of Misimi in
Hyderabad, India.
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"In addition to memory in this life, we also have the concept of VASANAS
(impressions unconsciously left on the mind by actions in past lives, which
hence determine feelings of what is pain or pleasure) that give a person the
ability or inclinatiojn to do something, while his sibiling may have no such

inclination ..... can you explain this in a scientific way?” &) & 3.3.9. 330

(@)% “until a few years ago. this idea was pooh-poohed by western scientists,

although in our culture we knew that it was intutively tree. We know that genes
not only determine the shape of the nose, the colour of the eyes and hair, but
also determine many other aspects of our existence, which you have referred
to as VASANAS .... Gene is JANANAM (birth). It is given to us by a series of
forefathers. The dice falls in a particular way for one child and in another way for
another child. This is scientific. We say that it is due to PURVA KARMA (actions

in the past life). Even this may be proved true in another one hundred years"
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