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“All that we are is the product of what we have thought”
is “We are what we think.” - Dammapada.

Beed 12 220 2000 HoD¥ 6

SSSFTHE BodEK : @6 DNOLRE soRR

WSRO WE

PSR w6 - D). DAY
PIode godm SO

eﬁd@@m Lo woted T Goo? - A 55(,.2:5
NeOSes BR) [Pareres Sige -3 §RS0
WOFE OO IS - JOSBo - 0g08 3,0F0
TR )NS5’ - 3. 523508
'SP S’ Frodole 205 Forw) ooy ¥SL! - 58 o)
2SS PWBLeS” - () - S53A0

DEHO B, 8/~ FRESor® ®. 100/- JTIcTwesd $20

Swpd(o : SROBINS® WSS

Printed & Published by BAPANNA ALAPATI at Kala Jyothi Process Ltd.,
1-1-60/5, R.T.C. X Roads, Musheerabad, Hyd-20. Ph. 7645536
e-mail : misimi_m@ hotmail.com

http : /www.misiml.com
SoPEH : oN,006 088H0 3G




A JUBILEE OF JOKES
- By K.K. Khullar

It is rather ironic that the best “Punjabi” jokes are heard outside Punjab and
are enjoyed by all except Punjabis. It is doubly ironic that during the last 50
years these jokes have been transferred to the Baluch, the Pathans, the Af-
ghans and to an extent to the Central Asian republics of the erstwhile Soviet
Union.

Ask anyone where his “dhori” was born and he knows that a joke about
Punjabis is coming. Ask a Poorbia where the smallest coin was invented and
he knows for certain that a joke about Hoshiarpur is up the sleeve. Ask a
Mumbai-wallah where the first “driver” of the world was born and he knows
what is going to follow. In Mumbai’'s cine world there are scores of Punjabi jokes
about the hair of Dilip Kumar, the affairs of Raj Kapoor, the “dupatta” of Meena
Kumari and the “guts” of Dharmendra. A stray reference to Dev Anand and
Gurdaspur can let loose a hundred jokes on the town which was Dev Anand’s
home town, where residents stop their clocks at night to enjoy sound sleep,
where women wear only socks and men wear only shoes.

The women of pre-Partition Lahore were known for their meanness in money
matters. “The meals are ready, Bhai Sahib, and so is the train” was the common
welcome to the unwelcome guests in the town. Translated into Punjabi-Lahori
it meant: “Roti tayar hai par gaddi vi tayar ye”.

Old time Punjabis get so mad about Lahore that they say “Lahore is Lahore’.
But | have never found Lahore worth a memory. It was a city of the elite, of
zamindars, it was a city representing feudal culture. | really do not know why
Punjabis get so excited at the mere mention of Lahore. Besides Lahore wit-
nessed the worst scenes of Partition. So | am ignoring other jokes about Lahore.

The girls of Gujranwala were foot-loose but were known for subtlety of wit
and suppleness of body. They insisted on “bohini” (first sale). They were adept
in “gulli-damda”. They specialised in “Shatapu” (high jump). Ah, what a jump!

Come to Amritsar and you have Saadat Hasan Manto, a native of that town,
telling you the “nizakat” (sophistication) of the sweepresses (now known as the
safai karmacharis) of that city. He would also tell you something “terrible” about
the midwives of Batala and the vegetable sellers of Wazirabad, a town on the
Grand Trunk Road founded by a tipsy Wazir (Minister) of Ranijit Singh. Mind you
he was not a Punjabi, but from Italy, a General Ventura. |

At Daska district in Sialkot where | have spent my childhood, peasants used
to put green spectacles on the eyes of their animals so that they took hay for
green grass. But the Punjabi horses and bulls were equally clever. After taking
hay they demanded green grass. The peasant women of Daska were known
for their ribald humour and they never resented their reputation.

Onion Jokes of Sialkot are legion. | relished those jokes as | relished my roti
Continue - 166
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with Sialkoti onion and Kohistani namak. One particular joke about Sialkot
onions was still in circulation when | visited my school town in 1980.

The joke is that a peasant was caught stealing onions from a field by its
owner. When asked what he was doing, the Sialkti peasant replied: “| was
blown here by the wind.”

“And who plucked those onions™?

“| caught hold of them to stop myself from being blown away”.
“And how did you get into the sack”.

“That is exactly what | was wondering when you interrupted me”.

The man got away but | had heard the same joke being attributed to Mulla
Nasruddin Hooja whom 17 countries claim to be their own.

| will not mention the jokes about the bathrooms of Jallundur because they
are not worth mentioning. In business, Punjabis have sold refrigerators at the
North Pole, coal at New Castle and cloves at Zanzibar.

It is time someone should compile these jokes city-wise, sex-wise and
otherwise and bring out a much-needed Directory of Punjabi Jokes.
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