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“All that we are is the product of what we have thought”
Is “We are what we think.” - Dammapada.
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CAN’T INDIA FIGHT
ITS OWN WARS

It is have reported the news that the Prime Minister, Mr AB
Vajpayee, has openly accused Pakistan of having been behind the
recent hijack of the Indian Airlines aircraft and said that the
government would work systematically to ensure that the major
nations of the world declare Pakistan a terrorist state. It was also
reported that India expected the US to take the initiative in this
direction.

The important question, however, is when is India going to
“declare” Pakistan a terrorist state?

When the US declares a country a terrorist state it snaps
diplomatic ties, trade relations and flight services. What is the
definition of “terrorist state” for India. Does anyone know?

Why does the media always fail to ask the Prime Minister to
define a terrorist state when he makes such a statement. This kind
of failure is what allows politicians to make any statement and get
away with it. The media has an important role to play in making
politicians accountable for their statements.

The additional point is why does India and its Prime Minister
expect the US and other major nations to fight India’s battles. Does
our beloved Prime Minister consider India a major nation or a minor
nation? One in every six on the face of the earth is an Indian.
Despite that don't we have enough resolve to fight our own battles?
Shame on India. - Yours etc.,

Courtery : Statesman
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Where It Hurts?

Reporting in the journal Psychosomatics, two doctors say that Prism is a novel and
simple instrument that allows patients to express their feelings about their own suffering

Prism stands for ‘Pictorial Representation of [lIness and Self Measure’. It is graphi-
cal interface in which patients are asked to express their perception of suffering in terms
of its perceived ‘distance’ from the self. The test is pictorial and therefore much quicker,
relying only minimally on language, and requires no batteries.

The doctors — Stefan Buchi of the University of Zurich, Switzerland, and Tom
Sansky of Imperial College School of Medicine, London, UK — describe how Prism
works. The patient is shown a white metal board the size of a standard (A4) piece of
paper. Fixed in the bottom right-had comner is a yellow circle, seven centimeters across.
The patient is asked to imagine that the white board represents his or her life, and that the
yellow circle is his or her ‘self.

The patient is then handed a five-centimeter-diameter red disk, representing the
illness, and is asked, “Where would you put the illness disk in your life at the moment?”
Patients overwhelmed by pain and distress place the red disk on top of the yellow one,
whereas patients who feel more in control of their pain place the disks some distance
apart. They claim the measure 1s quantitative.

In a pilot study on patients with rheumatoid arthritis, it was found that the separa-
tion between the disks is a consistent measure of perceived pain and the misery associ-
ated with it. PRISM could turn out to be a useful research tool as well as a handy aid for
the clinic.
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“Remember R.H. Blyth’'s admonition that haiku is a finger pointing at the
moon, and if the hand is bejeweled, we no longer see that to which it points”.
(T3, 8. TroEt)S &3S “Haiku in English” §° aom)So. 2. 62)
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“A haiku is not a poem, it is not literature; it is a hand-beckoning, a door half-
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opened, a mirror wiped clean. It is a way of returing to nature, to our moon
nature, our cherry blossom nature, our falling leaf nature, in short, to our Bud-
dha nature”. (Haiku: Vol. 1; P. 243)
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WSS S 30" @\ : “To make the haiku an independent poem, the effort
exerted by masters in each period, from Yoshimoto Nijo. through Sogi, Sokan,
Moritake, Teitoku, Soin and down to Basho, and the enrichment of the content
helped a great deal. However, it is also due to the change occuring in the

manner in which the seventeen syllables are read”.
(336 aso0es Yso The Japanese Haiku' &° aormyso. . 135)
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all the haiku by Basho that can be dated today, the earliest is the one he wrote
in the winter of 1662 at the age of eighteen.” (‘Matsuo Basho’; P.37) e\
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“Haiku, or hokku as it was called during the lifetime of Basho, is the shortest
among the traditionally accepted forms of Japanese poetry. It consists of sev-
enteen syllables, divided into three sections of five-seven-five.... It is obvious,
however, that it is not sufficient to define haiku purely from the standpoint of
syllabic structure, for haiku, like any other form in literature, has grown out of a

long process, and it is subject to a number of restrictions historically imposed
upon it.”
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O3y - the pioneer in the changes

S.a%0. He3y 0 - the first modern man in India

NP LA™ (Derdss - the father of modem India

A DADES ISP AL - fore father of bourgeois national movement
in Bengal.
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IN HER TREE HOUSE : Earth First environmental activist Julia “Butterfly” Hill, 24, sits on a 200-foot tall ancient Californian Redwood tree near Stafford,
in northern California. She has been living on this tree since December 10, 1997. Environmentalists and residents of Humboldt County have been

protesting against the increased pace of harvesting of old growth trees in the last remaining grove of Redwood trees in private hands. (4AFP)
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