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"All that we are is the product of what we have thought"
is "We are what we think." — Dammapada.
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A BIT BEHIND THE TIMES
| BY RAJ CHATTERIEE

“Sorry, can't make it this time", said our American friend on the phone, "but will
you give us a rain-check?"

"Sure, sure", I said, trying to speak Amencan but without the faintest idea of
what a "rain-check’ meant. I had heard of blank cheques and of cheques that are
liable to bounce. I had also seen some hat-check girls in the days of my youth who
had made me want to know them better, but a rain-check? |

A few days later, I met our friend at the American library. He slapped me on the
back (an old American custom, signifying affection) and said, "Say the word fella.
Any night this week will do us fine. You gave us a rain-check, remember?”

"Delighted”, I said, the penny dropping at last. "Come along on Wednesday
night, if that's O.K. with you and your wife?"

And there was that time in England before World War II. A fellow-s tudent had
invited me to spend a weekend with him in his home in Devon. "That's England”,
he enthused. "You don't know what beauty is until you've seen the Devon country-
‘side”.

I'd heard of Devonshire cream, the thick, clotted cream that comes in jars and
goes well with strawberries. So 1 went.

That particular neighbour-hood on the moors seemed to have a surfeit of retired
"koi-hais" from India and about half a dozen were rounded up to meet me at an

evening party.

There was a stately dowager, rather like a ship in full sail, who looked at me
through her lorgnette and asked: "Well, young man, I trust you've not been wasting
your free time in London and have seen some of our national heritage, h'm? Have
you, by chance, seen the Wallace collection?”

"I'm afraid not" I replied, but I've read all his thrillers".

There was pindrop silence in the room following my remark though I didn't
know why till later. My friend started talking ludly of the civil war in Spain and how
Franco seemed to be getting the better of 1it.

After the family had retired for the night my friend came mto my bedroom,
laughing his sides out. "What's so funny?" I asked.

"The old battleship, ha ha, meant the Sir Richard Wallace art collection at the
National Gallery, ha, ha, not Edgar Wallace's whodunnits, you chump, ha, ha, ha!"

And many years later, when I should have know better, there was that luncheon
in the salad room of the Royal Common-wealth. Society's elegant premises in the
Horse Guard's Parade. Gleaming hand-cut crystal winked at me from the table.
Heavily silver-plated cutlery flanked my plate. How was I to know that the tender
asparagus shoots that I p1cked up from the buffet were not eaten with fork and kmve
but with one's fingers, as in good old Bharat?

You live, but you don't have to go abroad to learn. So, when your grandson or
grand-daughter calls you a "square" don't be alarmed at the description, "equilateral,
rectangle; object, approximately of this shape given in the O. R. D. Look further
down till you come to, "old-fashioned person'. It simply means that you are a nice,
homely sort of chap, though a bit behind the times!
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10.

READERS' QUESTIONS

. Which disease is also known as the "Christmas Disease"? (Nirmalendu

Chakraborty, Ashram Road, Cooch Behar.)

. The custom of hiring small boys by the royal household to take any

punishment from the tutor in place of the erring princes has given rise
to a term 1n the English language. What 1s 1t? (Prosenjit Paul, Jadavpur,
Calcutta.)

. Which poet was known as the "Poet of the Piano"? (Mainac Mandal,

Barrackpore, Calcutta.)

. George Bernard Shaw was once asked which book gave him the most

profit. Take a wild guess what his answer was. (Think jokingly.)

. Who was called the "Grand Old Lady of Indian Culture"? (Soma

Bhowmik, Bidhan Nagar, Calcutta.)

. What is common to Emil Jannings, Janet Gaynor, Frank Borzage, Lewis

Milestone and the film Wings? (Sanjoy Bhadra, Rahara, 24-Parganas.)

. Which T V serial has the slogan "The truth is out there"? (Partha Pratim

Nath, Tarun Nagar, Guwabhati.)

. What is common to Air Bakin, Air Melt, Air Grill and Air B-Que?

(Tandra Chakraborty, Raja Rammohanpur, Darjeeling.)

What would you fear if you suffered from Omrophobia? (Vikash
Bhansali, Ashrampara, Siliguri.)

Who were the world's first paper makers? (Kenneth Vaz, Dum Dum,
Calcutta.) |

ANSWERS :

1. Haemophilia; 2. Whipping boy; 3. Frederic Chopin; 4. His cheque book;
5. Pupul Javakar; 6. All wor. Oscars in the inaugural year; 7. The X Files;
8. They are all new brands of Nike shoes; 9. Rain; 10. Hornets - insects of
the wasp family. Their nests are made from paper produced from wood pulp.
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! BEAUTY & BRAINS )
1. Who was the first person to win the Miss India contest?
2. What style of announcing winners originated at Eric Morley's Miss
world contest?
3. What highly visible public service campaign does former Miss World,
Aishwarya Rai, appear in?
4. Miss India, Nafisa Joseph, hosts a T V programme on which channel?
5. Since it started in the 1980s, which city has hosted the most Miss World
contests?
6. Which former Miss India went on to star in a Dev Anand blockbuster?
7. Name the first Indian to win a Miss World title.
8
9

. Which country has won the most Miss Universe titles?
. Former Miss World, Aishwarya Rai, made her debut in Hindi films with
which movie?
10. Last year, exactly where in Bangalore was the swim-suit round of the

Miss World held?
ANSWERS

1. Meher Castillino; 2. Calling out the results in reverse order; 3. "Donate
Your Eyes”; 4. MTV; 5. London; 6. Zeenat Aman; 7. Rita Faria;
| 8. Venezuela; 9. Aur Pyar Ho Gaya; 10. That was a googly question. The

swimsuit round was held in Seychelles.
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Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn

"for the ethical force with which he has perpetuated
the inalienable traditions of Russian literature”

1970 Nobel Prize in Literature



