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 “A]l that we are is the product of what we have thought,”
is “We are what we think.” — Dammapada.
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Among the Believers

BELIEF in the paranormal or in psychic “mysieries” is widespread on both sides
of the North-South divide. Thal it should be so deep-rooted in socisties with flourishing
scientific and sceptlical traditions somelimes puzzles rationalists. More surprising, large
numbers of people in the Wesl report paranormal experiences (as opposed 1o merely
believing in them). A 1992 survey by the Roper Organisation, for instance, shows two
per cent of the US population or one in every 50 adult Americans, exhibiting symptoms
that “sometimes mask a UFO abduction experience”. A Gallup poll conducied in 1990
also revealed that one in every four Americans believed they had a telepathic experience
and one in six Americans believed that they had been in touch with someone who had
died. An earlier survey done at the University of Chicago showed that 67 per cent of
Americans claimed ESP or exira-sensory perception and 31 per cent claimed clairvoyancs.
But as many experis caution, the belief alone is not evidence nor is it a substitute for
facts.
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Politics is continuation of a war in other means
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The Science of beauty,
the art of thrill

“Beauty Is the proper conformity of the parts to one another
and to the whole.”” Expressed in this way, the idea applies
equally to art and to science. '

\
It is true that most scientists do see such basic differences
between art and science; but Stent argues that these
differences are not profound, and do not run deep.

In physics, too, in the cases of Einstein’s general relativity
and Dirac’s relativistic electron theory, there is something
so special and unique in what they did that it is hard

to easily accept that these were inevitable discoveries
or developments!
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