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God and Physics

“My new book also addresses, at least in passing, a controversy
stirred by a A Brief History of Time. Many readers interpreted
portions of my book as an attempt to disprove the existence
of God. Not so, “You don’t need to appeal to God to set
 the initial conditions for the universe, but that doesn’t prove
there is no God - he only acts through the laws of physizs.”

- Stephen Hawking
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Mind-Body
Revolution

Evidence that the mind and body influence each other
abounds. And suggests something much stranger: That
awareness isn’t confined to the brain; it operates
‘nonlocally,” beyond the biochemical links between brain
and, say, the immune system. This consciousness revolution
Is rattling the very foundations of Western medicine.

Rene Descartes, the 17th-century mathematician who
shaped the world as we know it, has been officially
pronounced dead.

Immortalized I[n Bartlett’s for his Inscrutable,
Popeye-like declamation, ‘I think therefore I am,”
Descartes was history’s most persuasive partisan of the
mind-body split, a bedrock notion of modern science.
Mental events, the savant declared, occur in a separate
domain from those of the flesh. Consciousness has no
business in the mean streets of matter. As a result, medical
science came to be dominated by a materialism.

—~ Marc Barasch
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“It is both the courage of despair and the courage in and above every courage
Itis not a place where one can live, itis without the safety of words and concepts,
it is without a name, a church, a cult, a theology. But it is moving in the depth
of all of them. It is a power of being in which they participate and of which
they are fargmentary expression.”
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