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“All that we are is the product of what we have thought,”’
is “We are what we think.” - Dammapada.
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An Experiment on a Bird in the Air Pump
c.1767-68 72" x 96" Tate Gallery, London

W-;gm s paintings of the contemporary scientific world are his most novel works, and
tnis is justly the most famous of them. He shows totally convincingly the varied
reactions to the experiment in which the bird loses consciousness as the air is sucked

~ from the glass globe. There is remarkable tenderness in the portrayal of the two
distressed girls, and the young couple on the left, who are evidently more interested in
each other than in the experiment, are likewise beautifully observed. Sir Ellis
Waterhouse, who wrote the standard history of British painting of Wright’s period,
described the painting as ‘one of the wholly original masterpieces of British art’.
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hange is a glutton. It devours everything. From one generation
C to another. From the way we perceive the world around us to the way

we conduct our lives. From the games people play to the writing instruments
they put to paper. Think of the innumerable things that have gone out of
circulation in the past two decades or are about to do so. Fountain pens,
hand-winding gramophones, LP records, black and white films, weather vanes,
rotary telephones, steam engines, buggies, paper straws, solar hats, the
Gandhi topi. One could go on.

k * ¥

There was a time not long ago when every newspaper had its
own clear or blurred identity. The new trend is for media persons
themselves to develop sharper individual identities. This would be by no
means an unhealthy development if it made for a more meaningful
discussion of controversial issues. But no noise-free debate is possible if
media persons become political activists and, instead of reporting and
commenting on events to the best of their knowledge, try to shape them

by turning into advisors and confidants of party and factional bosses and
start fancying themselves in the role of news-makers.

— Syam Lal
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THE CRYSTAL BALL

“‘Life was cheap; nothing was absolutely safe or sure; deeds of injustice and
‘violence were common facts in their daily lives. [But] events, however
revolting, are soon forgotten by the outside world and it is in the inner

consciousness of moral deterioration and in the loss of self-respect that the

nations [of the Balkans] will chiefly suffer.”

- FROM A 1913 INQUIRY BY THE CARNEGIE
ENDOWMENT FOR INTERNATIONAL PEACE INTO
THE CAUSES AND CONDUCT OF THE BALKAN WARS

Where have all the Leaders gone

“We cannot think of a period where there have been so few great
leaders”

“We Seem to be led by Mediocrities. It's sort of political peter
principle” |

The soviet Empire’'s Deth was so abrupt as to leve the prevailing
nations Flat Footed. No one really planned for it believed it could
happen

*

“The Stock of old Answers is obsolete, but the leaders are still using
the old answers’ — By JAMES WALSH TIME
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Existentialism reduces life from what we would like it to be, to what it is; and
the instrument employed is not this or that method, but lucidity. The writer who
refuses to allow a faith, a hope, or a theory to interfere with his work, who
has the courage to confront existence itself, is also a metaphysician because
Existence is Reality and not merely its -outward form.
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