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“All that we are is the product of what we have thought,” -
is “We are what we think.” - Dammapada. -
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LIVING DICTIONARY

(DEVIL’S DICTIONARY)

Hurricane, n. An atmospheric demonstration once very
common but now generally abandoned for the tornado and
cyclone. The hurricane is still in popular use in the West Indies
and is preferred by certain old-fashioned sea-captains. It is also
used in the construction of the upper decks of steamboats, but
generally speaking, the hurricane’s usefulness has outlasted it.
Hurry, n. The dispatch of bunglers.

Husband, n. One who, having dined, is charged with the care
of the plate.

Hybrid, n. A pooled issue.

Hydra, n. A kind of animal that the ancients catalogued under
many heads. o

Hyena, n. A beast held in reverence by some oriental nations
from its habit of frequenting at night the burial-places of the

dead. But the medical student does that.
Hypocrite, n. One who, professing virtues that he does not

respect, secures the advantage of seeming to be what he
despises.

Idleness, n. A model farm where the devil experiments with
seeds of new sins and promotes the growth of staple vices.
Hluminati, n. A sect of Spanish heretics of the latter part of
the sixteenth century; so called because they were light
weights- cunctationes dluminati.

IMustrious, adj. Suitably placed for the shafts of malice, envy
and detraction.

Imagination, n. A warchouse of facts, with poet and liar in

joint ownership.

Compiled by
AMBROSE BIERCE (1911)

Imbecility, n. A kind of divine inspiration, or sacred fire
affecting censorious critics of this dictionary.
Immigrant, n. An unenlightened person who thinks one

country better than another.
Impartial, adj. Unable to perceive any promise of personal

advantage from espousing either side of a controversy or
adopting either of two conflicting opinions.

Impenitence, n. A state of mind intermediate in point of time
between sin and punishment.

Impiety, n. Your irreverence toward my deity.

Impostor, n. A rival aspirant to public honors.
Improvidence, n. Provision for the needs of to-day from
the revenues of tomorrow.

Impunity, n. Wealth.

Incambent, n. A person of the liveliest interest to the
outcumbents.

Indifferent, adj. Imperfectly sensible to distinctions among
things.

“You tiresome man!’’ cried Indolentio’s wife,
“You’ve grown indifferent to all in hife.”
“Indifferent?’” he drawled with a slow smile;
“I would be, dear, but it is not worth while.”

Apuleius M. Gokul,

Indiscretion, n. The guilt of woman.
Inexpedient, adj. Not calculated to advance one’s interests.

Infancy, n. The period of our lives when, according to
Wordsworth, ‘“Heaven lies about us.”” The world begins lying
about us pretty soon afterward.
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The delfication of a bull ,
In a strange inversion of Spain’s favourite spor, it's the Bull that pays the piper here, while

we poor picadors and matadors dance 1o his tune.

“He has the power of a godman. And there probably are some people who regard him
‘as a reincarnation of God. After centuries of sacred cows, we now have a sacrad bull...
It is easier to believe one crook than 1o accept the fact that the country is run by hundreds
of crooks.” | - K.K. Pillai
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