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“All that we are is tba product of what we have thought,”
is “We are what we think.” - Dammapada
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SRI KRISHNA AS AN ENVOY —

oil oncanvas by
Raja Ravi Varma, 19086.
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Indeed, with the end of the cold war and a defunct nonaligned movement,
India has had to hurriedly rethink its foreign policy, and with it change

the old mindset of taking stances against colonisation and 1mpenahsm
as key functions of our foreign missions.
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“.it is impossible to wait indifferently until the objective course of history
itself overcomes all the complexities and controdictions of modern life and
creates a firm basis for universal peace and prosperity. And there is no objective
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course of history that would operate of itself, independent of us, in favour of
progress. |t is quite natural too that man turns first of all to himself in this critical
situation, to strictly human forces and possibilities™ (Page 217).
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“Marx distinguished society, culture, and above all the material conditions
of the reproduction of human life; Nietzsche biological cosmic—irrational life
forces and impuilses, and Freud the biopsychological sphere of unconscious
inclinations and instincts..."(Page 2 18)
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“True humanism cannot and must not make an apriori judgment of man's
value by one or other of his separate qualities, breaking him down into immutable
opposing essences (exalted spirit and base body, free will and calculating
reason, insightful mind and blind emotion). In the place of such an anthropologi-
cal dualism of mind and body, there stands an integral human essence, a
single human personality, which does not manifest itself as good or bad, free
or unfree, base or exalted, in its separate properties but rather in its personal
behaviour and actions, choice and decisions. The humanism of the spirit and
nature is indissoluble today” (Page 220)
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“The contemporary philosophy-of man is a philosophy of his creatively active
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and socially responsible life, of the determining role of the subjective factor

In the solution of vitally important problems of both the individual and the
entire mankind...” (Page 222)
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“The moulding and education of a cultured person is a lengthy and complica-
ted process, which forms an important element of the many faceted process
of a person’s socialisation that should lead both to his adequate social self—fulfi-
Iment and profound inner seff-improvement. The road to this goal lies with-
in a person, and not outside him.” (Page 253)
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The IMF and the Bank do not bother about the social, cultural and
economic impact of their policy conditionality.
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what is impenetrable to us really exists, manifesting itself as the highest wisdom
and the most radiant beauty which our dull faculties can comprehend only
in their most primitive forms-this knowledge, this feeling, is at the center of true
religiousness. In this sense, and in this sense only. | belong in the ranks of
devoutly religious men). |
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The final resting place of Hitler’s remains has long been a subject
of speculation, with persistent theories that they could still be in the
hands of the KGB secret police or its successor.
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Mrs Gandhi once said publicly, ““Gujral has been talking about things
‘including the separation of TV from radio but has done nothing about
it.”” Which about sums up Guijral, who was always buzzing with bright

- ideas and setting up endless committees with his hand-picked Coffee
House cronies. But if one tries to look back on his achjevements,
one can hardly find them even with a microscope.
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Japan launches X-ray satellite

The Kagoshlma Space Observation Centre in southern Japan said
the Astro D, equipped with four X-ray telescopes and two X-ray
cameras, successfully. entered orbrt about nine minutes after lift-off
at 11 am.

We are strongly hoping the new satellite can help resolve the nddle

| of universe's evolution,” a space centre spokesman said. |
lts telescopes were more than 10 times more powerful than those
aboard the Astro C, launched in- 1987 to help scientists monitor stars
some 10 billion light years away, the spokesman said.

The 420-Kg satellite, costing an estimated 10 billion yen (S84. 7

million), is scheduled to begin space observation this summer.

Dr B. Gopala Reddy was the only minister after Sardar Patel who
tried to bring colloquial Hindustani back into AIR. He set up a workshop
which drafted news bulletins separately in Hindi and Urdu and then

tried to parrow the gap by amalgamating them. But the Hindi lobby
was gunning for him and got its chance just after our war w1th Chma
This was over the notorious Voice of America deal.
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There are hopeful signs that “Vajpayeeism’ is gaining ground in the BJP. After
the early loating (“we did t”’) has passed, thoughtful people in the BJP are wrestling
with the problem of regaining respectability as a mainstream party. They realise that
once things cool dowm, elections will have to be fought and they will not be won
based on a platform of hate. The average Indian voter is too decent for that.

— Gurucharan Das in T. India
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MACHINE MADNESS:

In Modern Times, Charlie Chaplin assumed an awkward posture vis-a-vis technology.



