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Pushkin’s erotic poem published

A Dutch literary journal has published what it claims is the first-ever printed

version of an erotic poem by the 19th century Russian writer Aleksandr Pushkin.
reports AP.

“Barkov's Ghost" is the tale of a renegade Russian orthodox priéstwho suffers
from impotence while trying to have sex in a brothel and later in a convent
InSt. Petersburg. He is cured by the ghost of lvan Barkov, a 16th century Russian
poet who had written sexually explicit verse.

The poem had never before appeared in print because of restrictions on sex
literature in Czarist Russia and later the Soviet Union, Peter Verstegen: editor
of the Journal, Second Round, said on Thursday.

“Pushkin is such a great poet that we feel that anything of his that comes
to light, of whatever character, should be published,” said Verstegen. The
summer issue of the quarterly carries the poem in Dutch and in Russian.

Mr. Verstegen said the poem had been known only to a small number of
Russian experts since its composition around 1815, when Pushkin was in
secondary school in St. Petersburg, now Leningrad.

It's just an urge, you know

The case of an accused prostitute who says she just can't control her sex
drive and her police officer husband charged with being her pimp has turned
Into a huge legal tangle that Florida can't stop laughing about, reports Reuter.

Kathy Willets plans to plead innocent to prostitution by reason of nymphoma-
nia. She says an anti-depressant prescription drug made her sex-crazy. Her
husband wasn't a pimp, the couple says. He was just worn out.

The Fort Lauderdale woman gave new meaning to the term “sex drive” when
she told a national television show that just motoring on Florida’s high-speed

freeways gives her orgasms.

Meanwhile; local entrepreneurs are selling bawdy T-shirts, and buttor_\s that
say “I'm not on the list,” a referencesto her notorious roster of alleged clients.

Lawyers for about 50 “John Does"-the U.S. term for legally unknown-went
to a State appeals court yesterday in an attempt to keep the client list out of
the public’s clutches.

Willets, a voluptuous blonde partial to pink lipstick, is accused of servicing
up to eight paying customers a day inthe kingsized fourposter bed inthe couple’s
upper-middle-class suburban home.

She says she is not a prostitute. She says she is a typical housewife except
that she needs constant sex.




“All that we are is the product of what we have thought,”’
is “We are what we think.” - Dammapada.
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PERESTROIKA

..... History is made in such a way
that the final result always arises
from conflicts between many indi-
vidual wills, of which each again
has been made what it is by a host
of particular conditions. of lie.

Thus there are innumerable inte-

rsecting forces, an infinite series
of parallelograms of forces which
give rise to one resultant-the histo-
rical event....”’

- Letter from Engels to Joseph
* Block.

That the world has escaped a re-
turn to the cold war by the skin
of its teeth speaks as much of the
inanity of the Soviet leadership as
of the perversity of American
policy-makers who will readily
find another hundred billion do-
llars for arenewed arms race, even
after all that has happened, and
crib endlessly.

The new class are the children
of perestroika. Estimates place
their numbers at ‘tens and thou-
sands’ though official figures are
not available. According to 2 re-
cent calculation put out by Mo-
scow News, one of the hottest
selling independent weeklies here,
there are approximately 2,500 mi-
llionaires in Moscow alone.

But economists like Prof. Noda-
r1 Simonia of the Institute of World
Economy and International Rela-
tions, a recognised think tank
here, believe their numbers could
be three or four times higher.

Tailpiece

Why is Dr (Mrs) Najma Heptu-
lla such a good presiding officer
of the Rajya Sabha? Answer ove-

rheard in Cenral Hall: Because her
doctorate is in zoology.
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Dying through eating the American way

The American diet puts new meaning into the expression “garbage
in, garbage out”: Americans consume too much prepared food and too
much junk food which costs them heavily in health problems and in
dollars, according to an article by lan B. Durning in World Watch
magazine, reports PTI.

He says: “The nation’s insatiable appetite for prepared sweet, salty
and fatty foods is ruining not only its health but also possibly its
environment. Junk food leads to high blood pressure, heart disease,
obesity and diabetes, while generating mountains of waste and abso-
rbing surprising quantities of energy and materials.

By buying packaged food, the Department of Agriculture says, food
processors, packagers, marketers and distributors take 75 cents from
each dollar, leaving only 25 cents to farmers.

Onthe way to convenientfood, health care has gone out of the window.
People eat fewer potatoes and more French fries, less bread and more
pastries, less chicken soup an more chicken nuggets.

Since 1960, sweetener consumption has exploded. The typical
Americaningests 48 pounds of high-fructose cornsyrup annually - most
of it in soft drinks. All told, Americans consumed their body weight in
sweeteners and salt last year.

Eating the American way bucks almost every nutitional recommenda-
tion. It is high in calories but low in fibre, high in fat but low in complex
carbohydrates, high in salt but low in vitamins. The consequences stand

out starkly inthe country’s leading causes of death-heart disease, stroke
and cancer-all of which are strongly linked to diet.

Other life-threatening ailments, such as diabetes and high blood
pressure, also commonly stem from poor eating habits.
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