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BORN:

20 August, 1944, Bombay
To Feroze and Indira Gandhi
Grandson to Jawaharlal Nehru

MARRIED:
10 February, 1968
To Sonia Maino

PILOTED:
|A carriers for 16 years

ELECTED:

To parliament from Amethi (U.P.),
securing 84.2% votes

14 June, 1981

SWORN IN:

As Prime Minister of India,
“after Indira Gandhi's
assassination by her

own bodyguard

on 31 October, 1984

LED:

The Congress-I to landslide
victory, winning 4 15 out of
©17 Lok Sabha seats,
24-28 December 1984

* X %

RAJIV GANDHI
1944-1991

RETAINED:

The post of Prime Minister
for more than five years:
from 31 October 1984
to 1 December, 1989

INITIATED:

* Punjab, Assam and
'ndo-Sri Lankan accords
" Electoral reforms

" Technology missions

Played a kay role in:

Non-aligned movement

* Nuclear disarmament

" Apartheid

* Namibia

ESCAPED:

TWwO assassination bids at

Gandhi Samadhi, Rajghat, New Delhi
on 2 October, 1986 and

at Sri Lanka while inspecting a
guard of honour on 30 July, 1987

KILLED:
In a bomb blast while campaigning

at Sriperumbudur near Madras,
Tamil Nadu on 21 May, 1991 |

* X %
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“All that we are is the product of what we have thought,”

is “We are what we think.” - Dammapada.
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Price of Popularity

Speedy and skilful, the western media turned
its full technological gaze toIndia last week. The
men from CNN and BBC were in every dusty
corner of the country, poised to catch the inside
sory. Reflexes were quick as the
multi-continental presence of Mark Tully,
Romila Thapar, John Kenneth Galbraith,
Daniel Moynihan, Khushwant Singh, Sir Sonny
Sndath, Stephen Solarz et almingled the actual
and the ethereal via the monitor in the
constructed intimacy of studio conversations.

x X %k

The first informed discussion was aired by the
BBC within a couple of hours of Mr Rajw
Gandhi’s assassination, when many in India had
still to hear the news. The professionalism got
submerged, though, in the shocking ease with
which visual juxtaposition recreated for western
viewers the great oriental spectacle: another
episode in the Raj series.

* X %

“Fate denied Rajiv Gandhi dignity in death. It
would be absolutely inhuman to sensationalize
Ih_is"’

X X %

With one blow, the fortunes of 844 million
people became hostage to aterrible uncertainty,
leaving the naton to ponder a future without

the Nchru-Gandhi dynasty.

X X %

The brutal assassination of Rajiv Gandhi leaves
the nation to ponder a future without a dynasty.

x X %

By contrast, Privanka was cleareyed and
composcd, a study of Nehru-iike dignity in an
extreme moment.

X ¥ X

“His assassination” the Economic Times of
New Delhi editoralized last week, “leaves a
political vacuum, both in the Congress(I) and
in the country,

X k%

Rajiv had offered a semblance of hope that
reform, modernization, deregulation-all the
catchwords underpinning his frequently quoted
aim of “bninging India into the 21st century”’.

X X X

“He fahered at least partly because he was a
young man in a hurry, because he lacked the
framework and the experience to match his
vision.”

X % %

Said a senior Briush diplomat : “Indian
democracy has weathered such blows before
and can do so again.”” Economist John Kenneth
Galbraith, U.S. ambassador to New Delhi from
the Kennedy Administration, called the system
“imperfect but secure.”” Said he: “The ideaand
the people of India would surrender thewr
sovereignty to any form of dictatorship is not
true. And Iwould feel sorryfor anyone whotried
to impose it on them.”’

X % %

Not long after Indira was elevated to the
Congress presidency 1n 1959, Nehru was the
first to abhor the prospect of a dynasty. He told
an American interviewer, “I am not capable of
ruling from the grave. How ternibk it would be
if I, after all I have said about the processes of
democratic government, were to attempt to
handpick a successor. The best Icando forIndia
is 10 help our people as a wholc generate new
leadership as it may be needed.”

X % %




MISIMI/ 25535 RNI Regd No.45042/90 Telugu Monthly Hyderabad-500 020

Postal Regd. No.H/SD/ 191




